FRP/PRESCRIBING UPDATE
This newsletter is designed to update practices with the current progress which has been made following the introduction of the FRP as well to keep you informed about other clinical issues which may prompt you to review your prescribing choices in selected therapeutic areas.

STATINS
[image: image1.emf]Comparison of Simvastatin and Pravastatin prescribing as a % of all statins
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DID YOU KNOW that the East of England (EoE) target for Simvastatin and Pravastatin prescribing as a % of all statin prescribing is now 80% and may be a national QOF target in future years – Would you get your points??
From the graph shown below, it can be seen that the majority of practices have worked extremely hard in making the change.  In addition some practices have agreed to review their prescribing further to add to the benefits already seen below.  The Medicines Management Team and PBC Prescribing Leads would like to take this opportunity to thank practices for their continual support.
[image: image4.wmf]Already done the switch? 
There are other ways in which you may be able to reach the 80% target:
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-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
If you require any support with conducting any of the changes recommended in this newsletter or revisiting the statin project, please contact the Medicines Management Team, Dacorum locality on the 01923 281600 (Ext 422/423).  

CLOPIDOGREL

The prescribing of Clopidogrel has increased as shown below.

Pink line – number of items prescribed

Blue line – cost
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Remember that the maximum duration of treatment that Clopidogrel is licensed for is 1 year.    Please ensure that your patients are regularly reviewed 
GARDISIL(Human papillomavirus (HPV) vaccine)
We are aware that practices will be receiving queries about this new vaccine for 16-25 yr old females and 9-15yrs children and adolescents.  Please be aware that the cost of the course is £240 and the long-term effectiveness of this vaccine is not yet known hence it is a black-triangle drug. The national JCVI (Joint Committee on Vaccination and Immunisation) have not yet made a decision on it.

There will need to be a Public Health Policy, which is currently being investigated.  We will provide you with more information shortly.

What’s next????

ALENDRONIC ACID

This bisphosphonate is now off patent and shown below is the potential savings per patients which you could make if the recommended changes are made:
	Current drug changed to                          Alendronic Acid 70mg, 1/week
	Saving per 28 days
	Saving per year per patient

	Risedronate 35mg 1/week
	£12.99
	£168.87

	Fosamax 70mg 1/week
	£15.49
	£201.37

	Alendronic Acid 10mg 1/day
	£20.61
	£267.93


£40,000 per year could be saved if the above changes were made for all patients within the Dacorum locality – Please review your bisphosphonate prescribing. 


SARTANS 

Practices should have received the project information by now.  
The sartan of choice is Candesartan and the project aims to review all patients on losartan, irbesartan and valsartan with a view to switching patients to candesartan.

We have reviewed the current data to identify the potential savings which could be made per practice.  This data will be reviewed in March 2007 to determine how successful the initiative has been.  Practices will be informed of their progress. Remember, in Dacorum alone, a saving of £180,000 per year could be made.

* Identify all patients discharged from secondary care on atorvastatin 40-80mg and ensure  that they are reviewed regularly to prevent uneccessary prescribing of high-dose statins.


* Change any remaining patients on fluvastatin (any strength) to simvastatin


























